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Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s response, 
in blue bold text below: 
 
 

Request and Royal Devon and Exeter NHS Foundation Trust 
Response 

 
 

1. What is the current RTT (referral to treatment time) for a Coronary Angiogram 
(please list all types ie urgent and routine)? 
 

2. What is the current waiting time for a Coronary Angiogram (please list all 
types, ie urgent and routine)? 
 

 

3. How many of each are currently outstanding? 
 

4. What is the breach cost per examination? 
 

5. How many have breached in the current financial year? 
 

 

6. How many are due to breach by the end of the financial year? 
 
Despite the Trust specialist auditing teams looking into the above 
questions in depth, it is not possible for the teams to identify the 
relevant patients as Trust waiting lists use a free text field for the 
procedure.  Coding is not completed until the patient has had the 
procedure.  Consequently a manual audit would be required.    
To collate the information requested would require our staff manually 
reviewing individual patient records/discharge notes.   
  
To undertake the manual audit would take in excess of the appropriate 
limit set by the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (section 12 (1)) and 
defined in the Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate 
Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004.  The appropriate limit of £450 
represents the estimated cost of one person spending two and a half 
days in determining whether the Trust holds the information, and 
locating, retrieving and extracting the information.  Consequently, the 
Trust is not obliged by the Freedom of Information Act 2000 to retrieve 
the above information. 

 
7. What is the current Locum / Agency spend on Coronary Angiograms for the 

current financial year? 
The cost of staffing the Trust mobile Cath lab is £120,528. 



8. What is the current tariff price for a single Coronary Angiogram? 

Please refer to the website where you can find tariff pricing. 
 
 https://www.england.nhs.uk/pay-syst/national-tariff/2019-20-payment-
reform-proposals/  
 

9. Do you have any data on 'preventable admissions' due to breaches of 
Coronary Angiograms? If so, the current financial year to date would suffice. 
No 
 

10. What was the total cost give to Regent's Park Healthcare for their contract to  
perform Angiograms / Angioplasts during Feb - June 2019?  

 
This information is commercially sensitive and its release would, or 
would be likely to prejudice the commercial interests of the Trust.  
In applying the exemption under section 43(2) the Trust has had to 
balance the public interest in withholding the information against the 
public interest in disclosure. The Trust has considered all the relevant 
factors in the public interest test and has reached the conclusion that 
the benefit to the public in applying the exemption outweighs the public 
interest in releasing the information requested, as a result of the 
prejudices and losses that would potentially affect the Trust and 
patients.  The release could jeopardise the company’s future positions, 
which would cause a detrimental knock on effect on the market place, 
and would potentially limit the choices available to public authorities, 
including the Trust.  This would potentially threaten the quality of 
products and services available to the Trust.  The Trust considers that it 
is not in the public interest to do anything to undermine the competitive 
nature of the procurement process, and the disclosure of key 
information, as has been requested, could have that affect.  The Trust 
believes that the consequences of releasing the information are serious 
and the likelihood of this occurring is high.  
 
Therefore in conclusion, the Trust has reached the decision that the 
release of the information requested would be likely to be prejudicial to 
the commercial interests of the company concerned and the Trust, and 
that the public interest in withholding the information is greater than the 
public interest in releasing the information, and as such the information 
is being withheld under section 43 (2) of the Freedom of Information Act.    
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