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Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s response, 
in blue bold text below: 
 
 

Request and Royal Devon and Exeter NHS Foundation Trust 
Response 

 
1. How much does an orthopaedic clinic appointment cost the hospital per 

patient? 

First £51.68 

Follow up £52.14 

 
2. How much does a breast clinic appointment cost the hospital per patient? 

 

First £77.12 

Follow up £72.01 

 
3. How much does a plastic surgeon clinic appointment cost the hospital per 

patient? 

First   £63.21 

Follow up £64.00 

 

 
4. In the last 5 years how many wound complications have the trust 

experienced? 
The Trust is unable to respond to this question as this information is not 
reported on the Trust’s incident and reporting system (Datix). 
 
To  enable the Trust to respond to this and questions 5, and 6, Trust 
staff would have to manually review each  individual patient record to  
search for and establish if any information is held. 
 
To undertake this piece of work would take in excess of the appropriate 
limit set by the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (section 12 (1)) and 
defined in the Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate 
Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004.  
 
The appropriate limit of £450 represents the estimated cost of one 
person spending two and a half days in determining whether the Trust 
holds the information, and locating, retrieving and extracting the 
information. Consequently, the Trust is not obliged by the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000 to retrieve the above information.  Due to this, we 
are unable  process your request for information on these questions 
further. 



5. How many wound complications have resulted in hospital readmissions at the 
trust?. 
Please see response to question 4. 
 

6. How many wound complications have resulted in surgical intervention 
following initial surgery? 
Please see response to question 4. 
 

7. How much does it cost the hospital for readmitting patients with wound 
complications post-surgery? 
 
The Trust is not able to respond to this question as the information 
requested is not routinely costed.   To try to obtain information to cost 
all readmissions would take in excess of the appropriate limit set by the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 (section 12 (1)) and defined in the 
Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and 
Fees) Regulations 2004.  
 
 

8. What is the average gross costs including overheads per hour of theatre 
time? 
£338.25 
 

9. Who are the current orthopaedic surgeons working for the Trust?. 
The current orthopaedic consultants are: 

Oliver Stone 
David Standley 
Adrian Hughes 
Ian Sharpe 
William Reeve 
Nicholas Talbot 
Laura Tillotson 
Al-Amin Kassam 
Jonathan Howell 
Matthew Wilson 
Matthew Hubble 
Andrew Toms 
Keith Eyres 
Jon Phillips 
Simon Middleton 
Hugh Ben Waterson 
Vipul Mandalia 
Christopher Smith 
Jeffrey Kitson 
William Thomas 
Andrew Clarke 
Henry Budd 
Wisam Selbi 
Shahid Khan 
Michael Anderton 
 

Associate specialist 
John Charity 



 
 

10. In the last 5 years how many incidences have been reported on removal of 
sutures or staples at the trust? 

 

  2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 

Total 10 9 <5 8 <5 

 
In accordance with section 40 (2) of the Freedom of Information Act 

2000, we are unable to provide figures where the number of patients is 
less than or equal to five (<5) and could risk the identification of those 
patients and breach Caldicott principles.  

 
This follows NHS Digital (formerly HSCIC) analysis guidance (2014) 

which states that small numbers within local authorities, wards, 
postcode districts, CCG’s providers and Trusts may allow identification 
of patients and should not be published. 

 


