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Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s response, 
in blue bold text below: 
 

Request and Royal Devon and Exeter NHS Foundation Trust 
Response 

 
Please see attached Spread sheet for completion:- 

 
1. Number of patients with a diagnosis of Hepatic Veno Occlusive Disease (ICD-

10 K765) and their age at the time of treatment in the following time periods 
 

2. Blueteq applications submitted for the use of defibrotide for the treatment of 
Hepatic Veno Occlusive Disease (VOD) after stem cell transplant. 

 
3. Number of patients diagnosed with VOD and treated with defibrotide split by 

patient criteria, by age and by transplant type 
 

The Royal Devon & Exeter NHS Foundation Trust has carefully 
considered your request for the above information; it has however 
declined to provide the specific details of the request under Section 40, 
sections 2(a+b) and 3(a) of the Freedom of Information Act.  Section 40 
of the Freedom of Information Act provides an exemption from 
disclosing information about individuals where to do so would breach 
the Data Protection Act.   
  
The Trust recognises that whilst the information requested does not 
itself identify the patient(s), the questions are asking for very specific 
and focused details 
 
 Due to the very low number of cases involved (≤5).  In accordance with 
section 40 (2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, we are unable to 
provide figures where the number of patients is less than or equal to five 
and could risk the identification of those patients and breach Caldicott 
principles.  
 
 
To provide the detail requested would create a potential for the 
patient(s) concerned to be identified.  The Trust considers that there is 
the potential for patient(s) to be identified through the information being 
combined with other information that could be available.  The Trust 
believes that the release of such sensitive information would therefore 
contravene section 3 (i) and (ii) of the Data Protection Act 1998.  Namely, 
the first principle of the Data Protection Act would be breached 
(information is processed fairly and lawfully) and the release of the 



information would be likely to cause distress to the individuals 
concerned.  
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