
Patient Notification: 

Have you had a knee replacement under Professor Toms’ care in 2014 or 2015? 

If the answer to this question is yes, please read on.  

Please be reassured that there is no question of any concern regarding your knee replacement 

surgery. 

Total knee replacement is a major operation and is routinely carried out in the UK with very good 

results. Several million joint replacements are conducted every year all over the world and more 

than half of them routinely use bone cements. Bone cements have been used very successfully to 

anchor artificial joints. The bone cement fills the free space between the new joint replacement and 

the bone and plays the important role of an elastic zone. This is necessary because bone cement 

must absorb the forces acting on the joints to ensure that the artificial implant remains in place over 

the long term. 

We are carrying out a research project looking at 100 patients who have had a knee replacement in 

which cement was used to anchor the new joint in place. The main objective of our study is to 

evaluate the success rate of cemented Triathlon Total Knee components implanted using Simplex HV 

cement. Success means that no re-do of the operation was necessary related to loosening of the 

components at 24 months after surgery. 

We would like to also review the results of patient questionnaires, scores for activity, pain and 

functionality as well as complications of patients who have received Simplex HV cement with a 

Triathlon Total Knee Replacement. We would like to examine the notes and x-rays of 100 patients 

who had this type of surgery between 2014-2015. This means that a researcher will look at the 

hospital records of patients who have had this operation to examine the orthopaedic notes, surgery 

operation note and orthopaedic clinic letters x-rays and outcome scores from when patients were 

seen by Professor Toms or one of his team. They will not examine the notes for any other reason. 

Your notes may be included in this study if you are selected as one of the 100 patients whose 

information will be included in the study.  

The data collected from the process of case note review will then be anonymised and put onto a 

paper case report form- and given a unique study number known only to Professor Toms. Personal 

details (hospital number, name and date of birth), will be removed so that nobody other than he is 

then able to identify who the details relate to. The anonymised information will then be examined 

by a professional statistician to evaluate the success rate of total knee replacement performed with 

bone cement. 

This research is sponsored and funded by Stryker- the implant company who make the Triathlon 

Knee Replacement. 

Please be reassured that we are looking at these results purely for clinical and academic research 

purposes and there is no question of any concern regarding the knee replacement surgery which 

was carried out. As we are not seeking the permission of the individuals whose information we may 

use we are now informing everyone whose information may be used via this notice in a process 

known as Patient Notification. We will place notices like this in the out-patient waiting areas here at 



the orthopaedic centre, and also on our website. This is to give anyone whose information may be 

used in the study the opportunity to decline our use of their information for the purpose of this 

study. If you think that your information may be used in this study because you had a knee 

replacement carried out by Professor Toms in 2014 to 2015 and you do not want us to use your 

information please let one of Professor Toms’ team know when you see them in clinic, or contact 

Patrick Hourigan-research coordinator:  

 By e-mail on p.hourigan@nhs.net or 

 Tel 01392-408562 (Tuesday and Wednesday only), or 

 In writing; C/O PEN 031, RD+E Hospital, Barrack Road, Exeter, EX2 5DW 

Thank you for taking time to read this notice. If you need further information about this study this 

please contact Patrick. Please be assured, the information about clinical care will only be used for 

legitimate research purposes.  
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