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Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s response, 
in blue bold text below: 
 
 

Request and Royal Devon and Exeter NHS Foundation Trust 
Response 

 
 
 
1 - Number of probable hospital-acquired Covid-19 the Trust has had since 1st 
March 2020 to the present day? 
 
The definitions for COVID-19 acquisition statuses were introduced in May 
2020, and until October 2020, tests did not record whether a positive test was 
hospital or community acquired. In October 2020, following the 
implementation of routine inpatient testing, we and other NHS organisations 
across the county worked with Public Health England to develop our 
measurement systems and altered our recording method. Therefore, from 
October 2020 to October 2021, there have been 221 probable cases of hospital 
acquired COVID-19. 
   
 
2 - Number of definite hospital-acquired Covid-19 the Trust has had since 1st March 
2020 to the present day? 
 
The definitions for COVID-19 acquisition statuses were introduced in May 
2020, and until October 2020, tests did not record whether a positive test was 
hospital or community acquired. In October 2020, following the 
implementation of routine inpatient testing, we and other NHS organisations 
across the county worked with Public Health England to develop our 
measurement systems and altered our recording method. Therefore, from 
October 2020 to October 2021, there have been 178 definite cases of hospital 
acquired COVID-19. 
 
 
3 - Number of probable deaths from hospital acquired Covid-19 infection.  If you are 
able, in each case, have you informed the patient's relative that it was a hospital 
acquired infection? 
 
Until an ME service was implemented in July 2020, the information recorded 
about cause of death did not indicate the acquisition status of COVID-19. 
Therefore, from July 2020, 22 people with probable hospital acquired COVID-19 
(acquired 8-14 days after admission) had ‘1a cause of death’ on their death 
certificate.   
 

The ME team speak to every bereaved family to: 



- Provide an explanation of what is on the death certificate and why 
- Ask the family if there are any concerns that they would like to raise to 

ensure that any issues are resolved in a timely way. 
 
 
4 - Number of definite deaths from hospital acquired Covid-19 infection.  If you are 
able, in each case, have you informed the patient's relative that it was a hospital 
acquired infection? 
 
Until an ME service was implemented in July 2020, the information recorded 
about cause of death did not indicate the acquisition status of COVID-19. 
Therefore, from July 2020, 21 people with definite hospital acquired COVID-19 
(acquired 15 days or more after admission) had ‘1a cause of death’ on their 
death certificate.   
 

The ME team speak to every bereaved family to: 
- Provide an explanation of what is on the death certificate and why 
- Ask the family if there are any concerns that they would like to raise to 

ensure that any issues are resolved in a timely way. 
 

 
 


