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Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s response, 
in blue bold text below: 
 
 

Request and Royal Devon and Exeter NHS Foundation Trust 
Response 

 
Some Emergency Departments have specific staff or teams who work to identify 
victims of violence. Types of violence can include, but are not limited to, sexual 
assault, domestic violence, and alcohol-related violence. They would then work with 
patients to identify their needs and/or refer to other services as required. For 
example, to drug and alcohol counselling, domestic abuse teams and other 
organisations both within and external to the NHS. 
 
In your Emergency Departments are adults and/or children attending with assault-
related injuries or attending as victims of violence identified for interventions that go 
beyond their immediate health needs? 
 

1. If yes, we would be grateful to receive information detailing: 
 

2. The remit of this violence-specific work. Specifically, which types of patients 
are identified (e.g. domestic assault, sexual assault, alcohol-related assault, 
etc.) and whether identification is specific to a group of patients (e.g. women, 
children).  
Many types of patients attend following violence including men, women 
and children:  

 Victims of domestic assault, more women than men but there are 
male domestic assault victims too. 

  Some assault victims are from same sex relationships, some are 
assaulted by family members who are not intimate partners 

  A proportion are older people. A few cases have been related to 
so called honour based violence.  

 Some victims of sexual assault are seen but if that is the primary 
reason some go directly to the SARC (Sexual Assault Referral 
Centre). Some attend for another reason e.g. physical assault and 
disclose sexual assault 

 Victims of alcohol related assault are seen, some of these are by 
friends, strangers or related to domestic assault 

 Some victims of violence have been related to possible 
exploitation, drug related violence 

 Some children are as a result of non-accidental injury by a parent 
or other close relative 

 



3. Approximately how many staff are involved with any specific violence-related 
initiatives.  
An accurate figure of staff involved cannot be given. Although there are 
staff in Emergency Department involved, there can also be other Trust 
staff which can be involved ie; 

 The Trust Safeguarding team,. 

 The paediatrics. 

 Gynaecology. 

 The Trust ward inpatient staff or the Trust surgery department.  
 

4. Approximately when the service(s) started (year and month).   
There is no specific team.   Please see answer to question 3. 
 
Safeguarding Team were set up in 2009 . 

 
5. Whether the staff involved with the service(s) in the Emergency Department 

are NHS employees, employees of other organisations.  
No specific team. 

 
6. In the case that patients are referred to service(s) outside of the NHS, which 

services they are typically referred to.  
SARC, Police, Local Authority social services and safeguarding teams, 
Domestic Abuse Support Services, 

 
7. In the case that patients are referred to service(s) inside the NHS, which 

services/specialities they are typically referred to.  
Mental Health Services, Maternity, Gynaecology, plastic surgery, 
orthopaedics, medical teams, safeguarding team, community services, 
outpatients, surgery, paediatrics 

 
8. In your response, it would be appreciated if you could highlight which hospital 

is being referred to when advising of whether such an initiative is in operation 
in the A&E department.  
Royal Devon and Exeter NHS Foundation Trust 

 
If the Trust covers more than one hospital, please note we are looking to audit all 
initiatives in all hospital A&E departments.   
 
 
 


