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Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s response, 
in blue bold text below: 
 
 

Request and Royal Devon and Exeter NHS Foundation Trust 
Response 

 
 
 
1. How many assaults were committed against the following staff by either patients 

or persons in the hospital who are not patients. 
 
Doctors, Consultants, and trainee doctors 
Nurses of all grades including health Care assistants  
All Clinical Staff 
All Medical Staff 
 
The assaults are reported on in financial years (1st April - 31st March) as below. 
They are not individual to staff groups but cover all Trust staff both clinical 
and non-clinical. 
 
2018/19 = 243 
2019/20 = 262 
2020/21 = 244 
2021/22 = 188 
(Up to end of November 2021 only) 
 
2. How many the assaults were reported to the police 
 
2018/19 = *<5   
2019/20 = 8 
2020/21 = *<5   
2021/22 = 8 
 
3.  How many of the assaults which reported to the police had a criminal justice 
outcome, a criminal justice outcome is defined as charge, caution, conviction, 
acquittal 
 
2018/19 = *<5   
2019/20 = 6 
2020/21 = *<5   
2021/22 = *<5   
 
Please can you provide the data separately for each year of the years 2018, 2019, 
2020, and 1st January 2021 until 1st December 2021. 



 
*<5  - In accordance with section 40 (2) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000, 
we are unable to provide figures where the number of patients or staff 
members is less than or equal to five and could risk the identification of those 
staff members and breach Caldicott principles.  
 
This follows NHS Digital (formerly HSCIC) analysis guidance (2014) which 
states that small numbers within local authorities, wards, postcode districts, 
CCG’s providers and Trusts may allow identification of patients and should 
not be published. 
 


