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Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s response, 
in blue bold text below: 
 
 

Request and Royal Devon and Exeter NHS Foundation Trust 
Response 

 
I am writing to you under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 to request the 
following information from Royal Devon and Exeter NHS Foundation Trust relating to 
waste disposal services: 
 

1. The name of the incumbent clinical and hazardous waste collector/disposer. 
When their contract began and when it will be out to tender again. 
 
Acute:           Peakes - currently out of contract 
Community: Stericycle – currently in a 12 month extension until 31 March 
2022 

 

2. The number of tonnes per month of each category. 
 
Acute (Wonford & Heavitree): Figures from the month of March 2021 

Anatomical 
Highly 

Infectious 
Offensive Medicine Sharps Clinical Cyto 

2.705 t 7.092 t 9.642 t 3.498 t 3.42 t 28.436 t 1.460 t 

 
 
Community: Figures from the month of March 2021 

Anatomical 
Highly 

Infectious 
Offensive Medicine Sharps Clinical Cyto 

0.00 t 0.84 t 1.86 t 0.05 t 0.59 t 4.21 t 0.07 t 

 

 

3. The price per tonne paid for each category. 

 
This information is commercially sensitive and its release would, or 
would be likely to prejudice the commercial interests of the Trust.  
In applying the exemption under section 43(2) the Trust has had to 
balance the public interest in withholding the information against the 
public interest in disclosure. The Trust has considered all the relevant 
factors in the public interest test and has reached the conclusion that 



the benefit to the public in applying the exemption outweighs the public 
interest in releasing the information requested, as a result of the 
prejudices and losses that would potentially affect the Trust and 
patients.  The release could jeopardise the company’s future positions, 
which would cause a detrimental knock on effect on the market place, 
and would potentially limit the choices available to public authorities, 
including the Trust.  This would potentially threaten the quality of 
products and services available to the Trust.  The Trust considers that it 
is not in the public interest to do anything to undermine the competitive 
nature of the procurement process, and the disclosure of key 
information, as has been requested, could have that affect.  The Trust 
believes that the consequences of releasing the information are serious 
and the likelihood of this occurring is high.  

 
Therefore in conclusion, the Trust has reached the decision that the 
release of the information requested would be likely to be prejudicial to 
the commercial interests of the company concerned and the Trust, and 
that the public interest in withholding the information is greater than the 
public interest in releasing the information, and as such the information 
is being withheld under section 43 (2) of the Freedom of Information Act.    
 

 
 
 
 


