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Further to your Freedom of Information Act request, please find the Trust’s response, 
in blue bold text below: 
 
 

Request and Royal Devon and Exeter NHS Foundation Trust 
Response 

 
 
Since January 30 2020 to today’s date, have you commissioned or received a Royal 
College invited review? Please give details of date commissioned/received, the royal 
college involved and the service under review. 
 
Where you have received a report, please attach it along with any action plan you 
have developed. 
 
We would draw your attention to the framework drawn up by the Academy of Medical 
Royal Colleges under which invited reviews are carried out. 
 
Invited_reviews_210116.pdf (aomrc.org.uk) 
 
Page 21 of this stresses the need for openness and transparency when an invited 
review is in response to concerns about the quality of patient care. 
 
Please detail how you have complied with this eg by pointing us to the required 
summary in your board papers or on your website. 
 
Over the time period specified above, the Trust has commissioned two Royal 
College Invited Service Reviews:- 
 

• Royal College of Surgeons – Invited Service Review of the Spinal 
Service at the RD&E 
Date Commissioned – 11th March 2020 (Please note that due to the 
COVID Pandemic, the review was put on hold and was delayed, 
commencing in late September 2020) 
Date Report Received – 28th January 2021. 
 

• Royal College of Physicians - Invited Service Review of the Cardiology 
Service at the RD&E 
Date Commissioned – 16th June 2020 
Date Report Received – 4th March 2021 (This is the draft report received 
from the RCP and a factual accuracy review is currently being 
concluded prior to the formal Final report being issues by the RCP) 

 
Both of the reviews and their associated action plans are in the process of 
being formally reported through our Trust Governance and Performance 

https://www.aomrc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Invited_reviews_210116.pdf


System. As this process has not yet concluded, it is felt that sharing these 
reports externally at this stage is not appropriate.  
 
Via the Chief Medical Officer, a verbal update outlining the commissioning of 
these reports and the current status, has been reported to our Trust 
Governance Committee and also the CQC have been notified of the 
commissioning of the reports. At the point at which these reports and action 
plans are formally approved through our Governance and Performance 
System and Trust Governance Committee, the Trust will be sharing a summary 
and copy of the action plans with the CQC. A summary will also be shared, via 
our Trust Governance Committee with the Board of Directors. 
 
This information is being withheld under section 22 (information intended for 
future publication) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
 
As section 22 is a qualified exemption, the Trust has considered the public 
interest test for and against disclosure. In favour of disclosure we have 
recognised that there is a strong public interest in openness and transparency 
with regards to the Freedom of Information legislation particularly in relation 
to an individual’s right to know. We recognise that disclosure would provide 
for openness and transparency about the quality of patient care. 
 
We do not consider however that it is in the public interest to release 
information into the public domain prematurely as this would require staff 
spending time on accelerating publication rather than other activities in the 
public interest and it might result in inaccurate information being disclosed.  
Overall we consider the balance is in favour of withholding this information at 
this time. 
 
 


